
 

 

 

 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
MIDDLETOWN CONNECTICUT 

 
MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2020  

7:00 PM 
 

MINUTES 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown was held remotely via WebEx and 
livestreamed on the City of Middletownôs Facebook page on Monday, June 1, 2020, at 7:00 PM. 

 
Present:  

Councilwoman Jeanette White Blackwell  Councilman Vincent Loffredo 
Councilwoman Meghan Carta    Councilman Anthony Mangiafico 
Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.   Councilman Edward McKeon 
Councilman Darnell Ford   Councilman Eugene Nocera 
Councilman Edward Ford, Jr.   Councilman Philip Pessina 
Councilman Anthony Gennaro, Sr.  Councilwoman Linda Salafia 

   
Mayor Benjamin D. Florsheim, Chair  
Linda Reed, Council Clerk 
Daniel Ryan, Esq., Corporation Counsel  

 
Also Present:  Carl Erlacher, CPA, Director - Finance  

Faith Jackson, Director ï Office of Equal Opportunity & Affirmative Action 
Brig Smith, Esq., General Counsel   
Ramona Burkey, Director, Russell Library 
John Lozefski, Administrative Division Commander, Community Relations 
 

Members of the Public: WebEx (17 attendees) and Facebook livestream (unknown number of viewers) 
 
1. Call to Order 
 

Mayor Benjamin Florsheim calls the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  He welcomes everyone to the regular 
Meeting of the Common Council. The Chair invites the Councilmembers to remain seated, per the accepted 
rules for remote meetings, and to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 
The Clerk reads the Call of the Meeting and the Chair declares the call a legal call and the meeting a legal 
meeting. 
 

2. Accept/Amend the Agenda 
 

The Chair asks for a motion either to approve the agenda as presented or to amend.  
 
Motion to Amend the Agenda: 
 
Councilman Edward McKeon moves to amend the agenda to add a resolution.  He reads the proposed 
resolution that he is looking to add to the agenda in its entirety.  
 
Councilman Eugene Nocera explains that, to give order as to how to move forward with this resolution,  it 
is new and the Councilmembers have-not  review it prior to this meeting  He commends the Mayor for 
putting this resolution together.  He suggests that he Councilmembers stop for a minute and read the 
resolution, which was just emailed.   After reading, Councilmembers can let the Council Clerk know who 
would like to add their name as a sponsor of the resolution.  He asks if there is consensus for this approach. 
 
Councilman Philip Pessina interjects and states that Councilman McKeon has moved to add this resolution 
to the agenda and he offers a second for this motion. He believes that a voice from all Councilmembers is 
needed 
 
Councilman Nocera replies that is his intention, to do a voice vote or whatever else may be needed.   
 
The Chair calls on Corporation Counsel Daniel Ryan, Esq. 
 
Attorney Ryan states that, since this is a last minutes agenda amendment, it requires a super-majority, to 
add it to the agenda.  He notes that having a unanimous vote with 12 votes would be nice. He also offers 
the following procedural reminders: identify yourself before you speak; donôt speak  at once; and refer to 
other councilmembers as Councilman ñlast nameò rather than ñfirst nameò so we do not confuse the public.  
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Again, everyone has the opportunity to speak once.  If you want to speak a second time, you need 
permission of the Mayor and the limit is five (5) minutes apiece. 
 
The Chair calls on the Council Clerk. 
 
The Clerk state that is her understanding that the Council is not debating the resolution at this point, but, 
rather, is look to amend the agenda. If added, this proposed resolution will go on the agenda as Item 12C.   
 
The Chair states that is correct.  He states that they will take a voice vote to amend the agenda and then 
have discussion when they arrive at this item on the agenda.   
 
The Council clerk asks if the Chair is asking for a roll call vote for amending the agenda.   
 
Corporation Counsel Ryan states that would be great since we would them know if we have the necessary 
supermajority.   
 
Councilman Nocera asks if they can assume that, if people are voting in favor of amending the agenda to 
add this proposed resolution, then they are also agreeing to add their name to this resolution. 
 
Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr. replies, ñNo.ò  He states that he will have questions when the item comes 
up. 
 
The Council Clerk asks if the roll call vote be taken now to amend the agenda to add the proposed resolution 
as Item 12C.  
 
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a roll call vote on the motion to amend the agenda, 
asking the Council Clerk to read the roll: 
  
Councilwoman Blackwell aye 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford aye 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
Councilman Loffredo  aye 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  aye 
Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  aye 
Councilwoman Salafia   
 
Councilwoman Salafia states that she has just received the proposed resolution and was not able to speak 
during discussion.  She would like to read the resolution and discuss and vote.  The Clerk notes that it is a 
vote on amending the agenda. She is not able to be on this meeting and get to the email.  She votes aye 
to amend the agenda. She adds that she would like to read the proposed resolution for herself or she will 
abstain.   
 
Councilwoman Salafia  aye 
 
The Chair states that the motion to amend the agenda, adding the proposed resolution as Item 12C, is 
approved unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, 
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The Chair states the matter is 
approved.  
 
The Chair states that Councilwoman Salafia has an excellent idea, adding that later in the meeting, the 
Council should consider taking a five (5) minute recess to allow Councilmembers to read the document. 
 
Councilwoman Salafia states that the proposed resolution could be emailed to her personal email address 
so she could see it during the meeting.  The Council Clerk relies that she will do so. 
 
The Chair states that the Council now need to approve the minutes. 
 
Waiver of the Common Council Rules of Procedure: 
 
Rules Councilman Nocera makes one more proposed motion: he moves to amend the Council rules when 
they get to the public hearing to allow the public to speak on non-agenda items. 
 
Councilman Pessina seconds them motion. 
 
Corporation Counsel Daniel Ryan explain that this vote will also require a supermajority for approval. 
 
The Chair asks if there is any discussion of this motion. 
 
The Chair calls on Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell. She has no questions. 
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The Chair calls on Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.  
 
Councilman Faulkner states that the Council seems to have more than one item to discuss that is not on 
the agenda. 
 
The Chair explains that the proposed motion is to suspend the rules to allow the public to speak on item 
that are not on the agenda. There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a roll call vote on the 
motion to amend the agenda, asking the Council clerk to read the roll: 
  
Councilwoman Blackwell aye 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford aye 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
Councilman Loffredo  aye 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  aye 
Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  aye 
Councilwoman Salafia  aye  
 
The Chair states that the motion to waive the rules to allow the public to speak on non-agenda items is 
approved unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, 
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The Chair states the matter is 
approved.  
 
Motion to Accept the Agenda as Amend: 
 
The Chair asks for a motion to accept the agenda as amended.  
 
Councilman Vincent Loffredo moves to accept the agenda as amended.  Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell 
seconds the motion.  
 
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a roll call vote on the motion to accept the agenda as 
amended, asking the Council Clerk to read the roll: 
  
Councilwoman Blackwell aye 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford aye 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
Councilman Loffredo  aye 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  aye 
Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  aye 
Councilwoman Salafia  aye  
 
The Chair states that the motion to accept the agenda as amended is approved unanimously with 12 aye 
votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico 
McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The Chair states the matter is approved.  
 
Point of Order: 
 
Councilman Edward McKeon makes a point of order, stating that he has received two (2) messages that 
the link to this meeting is not working through the City website.  He states that it is impossible for people to 
know where to watch the meeting. He wants people to know that the City website is unresponsive. 
 
The Council Clerk replies that the meeting does not stream on the City website. It only streams on Facebook 
and WebEx. 
 
The Chair states that, if people want to join the WebEx meeting, they need to download the agenda. On 
the agenda they will find an event number and password.  They can go to WebEx.com and use that event 
number and password to join the meeting. They will also make sure that this information is posted on 
Facebook within the next few minutes. 
 
 Councilman McKeon thanks the Chair, noting that, since they canôt hear his announcement, he will send 
that information directly to them.   
 
The Chair adds that Councilman McKeon may also want to share the agenda with the event number and 
password.  
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3. Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting, Including Public Hearing on the Water Rates for FY 2020 2021,  
of May 4, 2020 at 7:00 PM 

 
The Chair asks for a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 4, 2020 at 7:00 PM.  

 
 Councilman Philip Pessina moves to approve the Minutes of the Special Meeting of May 4, 2020 at 7:00 

PM. Councilman Eugene Nocera seconds the motion. The Chair asks if there is any discussion.   
 

There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a roll call vote, asking the Council Clerk to read the roll: 
  
Councilwoman Blackwell aye 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford aye 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
Councilman Loffredo  aye 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  aye 
Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  aye 
Councilwoman Salafia  aye  
 
The Chair states that the motion is approved unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, 
Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). 
The Chair states the matter is approved.  

 
4. Approval of Minutes: Special Meeting of May 18, 2020 at 5:00 PM 

 
The Chair asks for a motion to approve the minutes of the Special Meeting of May 18, 2020 at 5:00 PM.  

 
 Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to approve the Minutes of the Special Meeting of May 18, 2020 at 5:00 

PM. Councilman Anthony Mangiafico seconds the motion. The Chair asks if there is any discussion.   
 
 The Chair calls on Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell.   
 
 Councilwoman Blackwell states that her name was omitted from the minutes as being present.  The Council 

Clerk apologizes for the omission.  
 

There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a roll call vote on the motion to accept the minutes, 
as amended, asking the Council Clerk to read the roll: 
  
Councilwoman Blackwell aye 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford aye 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
Councilman Loffredo  aye 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  aye 
Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  aye 
Councilwoman Salafia  aye  
 
The Chair states that the motion to approve the minutes, as amended, is approved unanimously with 12 
aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico 
McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The Chair states the matter is approved.  

 
5. Approval of Minutes: Budget Workshop of May 18, 2020 at 5:00 PM 

 
The Chair asks for a motion to approve the minutes of the Budget Workshop of May 18, 2020 at 5:00 PM.  

 
 Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to approve the Minutes of the Special Meeting of May 18, 2020 at 5:00 

PM. Councilman Edward McKeon seconds the motion. The Chair asks if there is any discussion.   
 

There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a roll call vote on the motion to accept the minutes, as 
amended, asking the Council Clerk to read the roll: 
  
Councilwoman Blackwell aye 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford aye 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
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Councilman Loffredo  aye 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  aye 
Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  aye 
Councilwoman Salafia  aye  
 
The Chair states that the motion to approve the minutes, as amended, is approved unanimously with 12 
aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico 
McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The Chair states the matter is approved.  

 
6. Approval of Minutes: Budget Workshop of May 21, 2020 at 6:00 PM 

 
The Chair asks for a motion to approve the minutes of the Budget Workshop of May 21, 2020 at 6:00 PM.  

 
 Councilman Edward Ford moves to approve the Minutes of the Budget Workshop of May 21, 2020 at 6:00 

PM. Councilwoman Linda Salafia seconds the motion. The Chair asks if there is any discussion.   
 

There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a roll call vote on the motion to approve the minutes, asking 
the Council Clerk to read the roll: 
 
Councilwoman Blackwell aye 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford aye 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
Councilman Loffredo  aye 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  aye 
Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  abstain 
Councilwoman Salafia  aye  
 
The Chair states that the motion to approve the minutes is approved unanimously with 11 aye votes and 
one (1) abstention (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, 
Mangiafico McKeon, Nocera, and Salafia; Councilman Pessina abstains). The Chair states the matter is 
approved.  
 

7. Approval of Minutes: Budget Workshop of May 27, 2020 at 6:00 PM 
 
The Chair asks for a motion to approve the minutes of the Budget Workshop of May 27, 2020 at 6:00 PM.  

 
 Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to approve the Minutes of the Budget Workshop of May 27, 2020 at 

6:00 PM. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion. The Chair asks if there is any discussion.   
 

There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a roll call vote on the motion to approve the minutes, asking 
the Council Clerk to read the roll: 
 
Councilwoman Blackwell aye 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford aye 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
Councilman Loffredo  aye 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  aye 
Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  aye 
Councilwoman Salafia  aye  
 
The Chair states that the motion to approve the minutes is approved unanimously with 12 aye votes 
(Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico McKeon, 
Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The Chair states the matter is approved.  
 

8. Public Hearing Opens 
 

The Chair opens the public hearing at 7:23 PM. The Chair states that any member of the public wishing to 
speak on an agenda item and, with the Rules suspended, on non-agenda items as well, may indicate by 
using the hand raise WebEx function. They will be called on and are asked to state their name and address 
for the record and that comments are limited to a five (5) minutes. 
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Robert Treloar (Saybrook Road): He states that he is speaking in regards to the Saybrook Road issue, 
which was discussed at the last regular Council meeting with the tabling of the matter of absorption of a 
road.  He reads a letter that he and the other residents in the area have experienced, to share the 
experience with the Council as it reflects directly the concern about the absorption of the road.  He explains 
that his road absorption is part of the court stipulation with Crele Construction. 
 
 

This is Rob Treloar of 1762 Saybrook Road along with residents Sue Meehl, Pete and 
Maria Groeper and Nancy Stamler. 
  
 I will be calling into the meeting tonight and will read this into the meeting.  
  
Questions and concerns:  
  
1)  Why is the court ordered zoning change stipulation not completed as of today?  The 
original agreement set forth by the Middlesex Superior Court was agreed up on 10/21/2019 
(see attached doc) é.  We understand that trees needed to be planted in the following 
planting season which was agreed upon by April 22nd 2019. Trees were planted but back 
lot had to be changed which led to an illegal wood tub grinder being used to dispose of 
illegally stored wood in April of 2020.  The building without permit was demolished on this 
day as wellé After that an island was supposed to be installed along Saybrook rd.  This 
took another 3 weeks to complete which was well into May 2020. The Island along 
Saybrook Rd , according to the agreement must also contain many plantings as well.  The 
island currently hold 3 large rocks. The depth of the island is only about 8 inches and is full 
of wood chips with a pounded asphalt milling base. We all doubt anything will truly grow in 
this Island.     
  
2) This past Friday the landowner and his coworker drove a large Excavator onto the 
residential land which was covered in the court order. He also dumped a load of wood 
chips onto this section of the land.  We consistently told the zoning department that this 
would definitely happen and this was the reason we wanted trees to be planted in this area 
as shown in the court order drawings. This area was where the land owner kept a 
dilapidated trailer across from our home for almost 4 yearsé.  I have video of the event 
and called everyone involved from zoning as well as legal departments on Friday.  We 
havenôt heard back except an email from zoning stating that they were ñGoing out there 
Mondayò. We havenôt heard what the results are as of yet.  
  
3) The land in the rear lot was a large multi acre wetland area that was violated in 1983. 
We have indisputable proof which includes a 60 page report by an environmental research 
agency, Middletown Meeting minutes which I have shared to Wetlands commission and 
zoning.  These documents show that the land owner was in the wrong and was to pay a 
$15000 performance bond to rectify the wrong doing and destruction of the wetlands that 
were very succinctly described by the reports and meeting minutes. The land owner never 
paid the fines, never returned the wetlands to their  natural state and waited for years to 
begin working on the rear lot again éé   To this day the wetlands have been destroyed, 
were never repaired and operations continue. Yet the wetlands maps both local and 
national remain the same. (SEE ATTACHED REPORTS AND MINUTES)  
  
How does a nonresident business owner absorb a Middletown property freely in the 
agreement while blatant violations occur continuously with definitive backing proof?  Why 
we the citizens of Saybrook Rd made to are ñput up withò these discrepancies when we 
have paid taxes for over 28 years and followed the law.  It seems so unfair.  The business 
owners donôt even live in Middletown and violated the laws of zoning for years.  
  
We were told that there would be 100 foot buffers to the wetlands (a brook that surrounds 
the property now) This would have eliminated the work area completely. We were wrong 
evidently but were told otherwise.   
  
All in all this has been a long and arduous task getting a simple fix in place.  We understand 
there are challenges but after waiting almost 5 years for rectification we are perplexed to 
say the least.   
  
Canôt we enforce the agreed upon agreement as described by the stipulation and drawing 
as I witnessed in the actual meeting for the stipulation agreement (see attached stipulation 
agreement)?  Will we the residents have a say in the final site plan approval?  Will there 
be NEW RULES?  We would like to see them as violations will certainly continue.  
  
Do court orders matter anymore or is it all ñDO IT AS YOU GOò Will the judge be happy 
about this outcome???   I think not.   

Mr. Treloar states that Peter Groeper is also present and has a question. In the original site plan 
for this property, the survey came to the City and said that the wetlands were going to be violated. 
The new site plan makes no mention of these wetlands, yet there is a 60 page report and minutes 
from a meeting held in the Council Chamber, showing that the wetlands were violated. He adds 
that they also have information form the Zoning Office and, at the time, the environmental planner 
Michelle Ford investigate to see if the performance bond was ever paid. It was not. They actually 
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approved it. The violation happened; the $15,000 performance bond was not paid; the land issues 
were not rectified. Yet here we are rewarding them, giving them property so that they can continue.  
That has been the elephant in the room during this whole multi-year journey for the residents of 
Saybrook Road. Hey have been wondering  . . . they handed in these wetlands reports, all of this 
information and no one has given a definitive answer. The answer given to his wife, Susan Meehl, 
by Zoning about the wetlands, they asked if the owner just received the wetlands lad after violating 
it. She was told ñYes.ò   They stop and have to scratch their heads and ask how someone can 
violate acres of land and just get away with it.    He does not know how to answer it.  How can this 
be?  Tree have also been multiple violations with the Stated Department of Environmental 
Protection and they have all the supporting documents.  He just wants this to be evident to everyone 
on the Council, adding that the amount of evident that they have is absolutely astounding. It has 
been a 6-year journey.   
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